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For Those Who Strive for Peace 
‘Be with them Lord, for, when the task is great, 
Thy help is needed. Clarify their eyes 
So they can look beyond the present state 
To where the future of a new world lies. 
Open their ears so they can hear the voice 
Of brotherhood, so varied and so wide 
That not one nation but all may rejoice. 
And rise to one unconquerable tide, 
Strengthen their hearts that they can find the way 
So all embracing love cannot deny 
A single person, let Thy brightest day 
_ Encompass everyone of those who try 
To bend their utmost thought and utmost will 
To Thy design, Thy love of man fulfill. 


—Dorotuy QUICK, in The Churchman 


* 


i 


Over 200,000,000 People in India or “more than one and 
one-half times the population of the United States, are 
either poorly or very badly nourished.” 

“Christian missions have an opportunity to make, among 
others, two unique contributions to the rehabilitation of 
rural India. The first is trained workers. The second is 
demonstrations: of effective rural improvement programs 
that will serve as guide-posts for government and private 
agencies. 

“The Christian forces in India are faced with an un- 
paralleled opportunity to make a unique contribution to 
the rehabilitation of India’s basic pattern of living.”—J. H. 
REISNER, addressing a meeting held prior to his departure 
for India and the Far East. 


World Food Is Our Problem 
“BUSINESS AS USUAL” Can BE CostLy Now 


What all this boils down to is that we are concerned 
always with our personal self interests. To the consumer, 
if I may paraphrase a well-known expression, it means 
“eating as usual”; to the industrialist it means “business as 
usual.” But these expressions are not really correct. It is 
not “business as usual” that we want. It is business 30 
or 70 or 100 per cent better than before the war; it is 
eating at least 15 or 20 per cent more and better than 
before the war. In spite of shortages of fats and oils and 
sugar, we as a nation are today eating 15 per cent better 
than before the war, according to estimates by the USDA. 
Even greater has been the improvement in the quality of 
our diet. No other country in the world can show such a 
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record. From one point of view we can be legitimately 
proud of this; for it bespeaks the ingenuity, the hard labor, 
the industry and productive capacities of our people and 
our country. But there is also another point of view. As 
one small southern newspaper very aptly put it in an edi- 
torial commenting on the critical, world food situation, 
“the United States appears hell-bent on creating a new 
all-time record for eating.” 

It is a curious psychological phenomenon that most 
Americans are, in their personal capacities, more generous, 
more thoughtful of others than, I think, most of other 
nations, yet in their social or professional business capaci- 
ties they demonstrate less capacity for considering broad 
world forces than citizens of many much smaller and much 
less powerful countries, which consequently have smaller 
world responsibilities. Individually, you have contributed 
most generously to all sorts of charities, including the local 
Community Chest and scores of other relief societies. You ~ 
have approved a national, contribution of over 2% billion 


dollars to UNRRA for the relief and rehabilitation of 


devastated countries. But when it comes to transferring the 
money into goods, everyone whose personal convenience 
and interests are affected immediately starts protesting. 
Let me be specific. It is a fact—and I am choosing my 
words carefully—that during the past year and a half our 
food policies have provoked widespread public criticism 
in many countries. Put yourself in the position of the 
United Kingdom, for example, our Ally who carried at. 
least its share of the brunt of the war—and imagine how 
you would feel if you had constantly to tighten your belt 
while your comrade in arms was establishing a new record 
in eating. The food situation in Britain is much worse now 
than at any time during the war. The fat ration has been | 


’ cut from 8 oz. per week to 7 oz.; the soap ration has been 


reduced nearly 15 percent. : 

The collective howl when the United States raised its 
flour extraction ration from about 72 percent to 80 percent 
last spring must have been heard around the world. Yet 
at the same time extraction ratios in Europe ranged from 
85 to 99 percent and the meagre rations of bread, rice, and 
other cereals had to be generally reduced. 

A month ago the U. S. Department of Agriculture was 
flooded with protests because the United Kingdom and 
Norway were authorized to buy about 500,000 bushels of 
soybeans—one-third of one percent of this years’ crop. 
Recently the funds collected during a campaign undertaken 
last summer were turned over to the recipient countries. 
One of them wants to buy 500 tons of sugar with the money 
for a special feeding program for school children. “How 
ridiculous,’ many people say, “when we in the United 


States are trying to limp along with ‘only’ 6 million tons 
of sugar a year.”—From an address by D. A. FITZGERALD, 
Secretary-General, International Emergency Food Council. 


Mr. John H. Reisner in India and the Far East 

Mr. John H. Reisner left New York by plane on October 
25, 1946 on a mission to India and the Far East under the 
auspices of the Foreign Missions Conference and Church 
World Service. He first stopped in England to confer with 
church and mission leaders and from there proceeded to 
India. 

From his headquarters at Allahabad Agricultural In- 
stitute he traveled widely in India meeting with groups of 
missionaries and national leaders in the major language 
areas, conferring with them concerning comprehensive 
plans for Rehabilitation and Famine Control to be carried 
forward under Christian auspices. It has been the growing 
conviction of Christian leaders that the urgent needs of 
depressed peoples can be most effectively met through 
coordinated efforts. Too frequently detached or individually 
sponsored projects have lacked penetration and continuity. 
Following a conference in various provinces, leaders repre- 
senting the various areas of India met in Allahabad to con- 
fer in regard to the possibilities of more comprehensive 
efforts where such efforts would seem feasible. 

According to plans Mr. Reisner proceeded to Burma on 
February 12. Following the Burma tour his schedule will 
take him to China, Japan, Korea and the Philippines. He is 
finding an increasing interest in the pooling of resources for 
Rehabilitation. In setting out upon this mission, Mr. Reisner 
announced the following guiding principles: 


1. Any plan must be integrated closely with the ongoing 
Christian enterprise. 

2. Begin with a limited program but organization to be 
well done. 

3. Utilize all available resources, i.e. personnel, funds and 
institutions. 

4, Any plans should be of sufficient duration to assure its 
continuance—thinking in terms of ten-year program. 

5. Any advance should be careful not to stifle individual 
or indigenous efforts, by the too free use of funds. 


It was Mr. Reisner’s original intention to visit India only 
but at urgent requests from the Foreign Missions Confer- 
ence and missionary leaders both at home and abroad, a 
tour of the Far East was also included. According to present 
plans, he is expected to reach New York about June 10, 1947. 


“Prosperous, efficient, and well-kept farms, and 
bright, attractive, happy rural homes are most power- 
ful influences in keeping the entire world happy and 
peaceful. Modern farming and homemaking require 
the application of much scientific and practical knowl- 
edge. Agricultural extension offers the best means of 
bringing this knowledge to rural people and demon- 
strating its value. 

In countries devastated by war and in other coun- 
tries strained by their war efforts, progress in agri- 
cultural extension has been interrupted. It is im- 
portant that programs for getting useful information 
to farm people be restored and enlarged at the first 
opportunity.’”—C. R. WicKkarp, former Secretary of 
Agriculture, U. S. A. 


Seminar on Methods of Agricultural Extension 
Education 

Realizing the immense value of extension education in 
meeting the postwar needs in mission lands twenty-seven 
missionaries from Africa, China, India, Malaya, Siam and 
the Philippines spent ten days at Washington, D. C., in 
seminar and conference with specialists of the U.S.D.A. 

Said one agricultural missionary, “to spend ten days 
literally picking the minds of top specialists of the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture has been the peak of my fur- 
lough experience.” Another observed, “the extension spe- 
cialists have most unselfishly shared with us the results of 
their study covering many years of painstaking effort and. 
experience. Everything seems practical and bears on prob- | 
lems we have to meet almost daily. I wish Every missions 
could have the privilege of coming here.” 

Subjects covered by the Seminar included: Principles of | 
extension education, tropical diseases, poultry husbandry, 
rural social problems, community organization, modern 
methods of insect control, foods and nutrition, credit and 
handicrafts. Dr. Fred P. Frutchey of the U.S.D.A. was” 
director. The Seminar is conducted each year for the Rural _ 
Missions Cooperating Committee of the Foreign Missions - 
Conference by Agricultural Missions, Inc. 


Rural Rehabilitation in Japan 5 

From Alfred R. Stone comes word ‘that missionaries anc | 

Japanese leaders are working toward the development o7 | 

comprehensive plans for rural rehabilitation. Below we are > 

glad to give an outline from the plan which they have 
developed so far: 


1. Establishment of a national CHRISTIAN RURAL SERVICE 
CENTRE which will provide for Leadership Training, 
Local Experiment and Demonstration, and for Exten- 
sion and Field Work. In some ways it will follow along 
the lines of the Hopei Centre in China. They would 
like to start the program as from April 1, 1947. | 

2. Organization of a CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP to pro-_ 
vide for pooling of information, cooperation, and fellow- 
ship among the Christian rural workers. This has al- 
ready been organized as from January, 1946. i 

3. Organization of at least one Rural Parish or Christian > 
Community-Church centre in each of the Kyo-ku of the | 
Kyodan. I think there are 16 or 18 Kyo-ku in the whole 
Kyodan. (At least half of the Kyodan have at least one 
such centre now existing, as from before the war.) 

4. Encouragement and assistance to as many local Rural 
Gospel Schools (for local leadership training) as possi- 
ble. There will be from 40 to 60 such schools this winter. 

5. The holding of regional rural conferences for workers 
in each of the larger regions. (I attended one such con- 
ference for the Tohoku recently.) 


The only one of the above plans that will take much 
money is the establishment of the Rural Service Centre. 
We will have to get along with temporary buildings for the 
present, but even that will cost quite a bit. It will take 
30,000 yen ($2,000 at 1/15) to move three available free 
buildings to the proposed site..The budget for the first 
year—salaries, etc_—will run into quite a sum, as will even 
preliminary equipment at present prices. I have written the 
above paragraph just to warn the Rural Missions Cooperat- 
ing Committee that a request is forthcoming. 


From Allahabad 
CONFERENCE OF CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 


| Headmasters and teachers of agriculture of five Christian 
pschools met at the Agricultural Institute, Allahabad, on 
‘December 6 and 7, 1946. They came to get acquainted’ with 
each other, to learn what each of their schools is attempt- 
ping to do, to get acquainted with the work of the Agricul- 
‘tural Institute, and to discuss ways in which they can 
cooperate in serving the Christian movement. 

It is hoped that these conferences will be held regularly 
‘in the future, meeting at different schools in rotation in 
‘order to learn more of the work of each school. Before 
‘moving to another school the conference will come back to 
| Allahabad on February 28, 1947 to visit the annual Farm- 
}ers’ Fair for village people put on by the Agricultural 
! ‘Institute, and to discuss ways and means of making such 
-exhibitions more effective. 


AGRICULTURAL TRAINING FOR RURAL MINISTERS 


| Eleven students and one professor from Leonard Theo- 
logical College, Jubbulpore reached Allahabad on January 
4, 1947, for a four weeks course in agriculture and village 
| life. This short course has been an annual event for 8 years. 
|In former years it has lasted for two weeks; this year it 
‘will last for four weeks. The programme this year is 
divided into three sections. The morning class-hours are 
‘devoted to short courses in the subject matter of the dif- 
i ferent departments of the Agricultural Institute. The stu- 
_dents receive 3-10 hours in each of the following subjects: 
| Agricultural Engineering, Soils, Crops, Pest Control, Fruit 
‘and Vegetable Culture, Nutrition, Child Care, Home Plan- 
/ ning, Family Hygiene. 

'~ The afternoons are devoted to mastering certain improve- 
| ments which rural ministers might introduce in the village. 
| Emphasis is put both on mastering the skill involved in 
| the improvement itself and on the teaching method by 
which the improvement can be introduced. Included in this 
/ programme are such projects as screening windows, seed 
' germination tests, making bore-hole latrines, etc. 

An evening session each day is devoted to studying the 
‘role of agricultural and home economic activities in the 
Christian programme. An increased,use is being made of 
movies and film slides. The students are planning and 
) building their own village type chapel for use during the 
' Short Course. 

The Short Course will culminate in a Demonstration Day 
+ on January 30. ® 


ENLARGED STUDENT BoDYy AT THE AGRICULTURAL INSTITUTE 


In July, 1946 the Agricultural Institute admitted seventy 
| students to its First Year class instead of thirty-five as in 
| previous years. This will result within the next four years 
in doubling the student body of the Agricultural Institute. 
' This enlargement is made possible by the funds given by 
» friends in America to the Higginbottom Recognition Fund. 
’ Some of this Fund has already been spent for a dispensary 
- and for staff living quarters. Work has recently begun on 
: a new wing to the men’s dormitory, to accommodate an 
additional seventy-five students.—A. T. MOSHER. 


Rehabilitation in China 
If we confess that the war has brought great damage to 
| the big cities of Hunan then, we must realize that the dam- 


ages it has brought to the countryside are even greater. 
They have reached a climax in the small villages. If we 
are’ going to take up rehabilitation work, cities are im- 
portant; but it must be realized beforehand that if the 
serious problems at the countryside are not solved, we 
will never get rid of the difficulties we face in the cities. 
Country and city are like blood and flesh, they cannot be 
separated. 


The war has long since ceased, but people still suffer 
greatly from its effect. In the rural community of An-aha 
where we have our service center, there is a heart-striking 
picture of rural life. In the whole countryside, there has 
been no cultivation of 70 percent of the land since the 
year before last. Most of the farmers are not able to buy 
needed fertilizers. 


“If we have no fertilizers how can we have corn?” the 
farmers tell you in a sad tone when you go to visit them. 


The average income of the farmers is very low. The only 
income they can get is from their land. Before the war 
country women used to buy cotton and spin it into thread 
which was sold in the city with a rather high profit. After 
the beginning of the war, as they have not been able to 
buy cotton, this resource of income was cut off. Their 
poverty has come to a climax. 


The amount of $10,000,000 CN allocated by the AAC 
(CWS) for rural loans is indeed a great help to the farmers, 
it is very beneficial to economic conditions in the country- 
side. But we cannot but regret that the amount is still 
small— 


Firstly, we have decided to give them fertilizers in the 
names of loans. We bought at Changsha large amount of 
ku-ping, a sort of\fertilizer which the farmers are badly 
in need of. We shipped it to the countryside, and gave it 
to those who were deemed as in real need of it after ey 
were registered and investigated. 


There are two good points for this. As we bought this 
ku-ping all at once in a large amount, it was much cheaper 
in price and economical in transportation fee. Again, those 
idlers who did not cultivate their land would have no use 
with it if they got it, so that the chances would be lessened 
for those who would try to get the money and then waste 
it in an unproper way. Secondly, we have already heard 
many cries from the farmers for lime, which may be used 
in the field to kill the grass. Every hundred catties (meas- 
ure of weight 1 1/10th lbs.) of lime may help to increase 
about the same quantity of rice. As it is the thing they 
are in real need of, we have already begun to register those 
who want it. 


In the vast countryside, we need constructive work 
which helps the people to be themselves again much more 
than the relief work in the form of charity. If the rural 
community cannot be saved from bankruptcy, the pros- 
perity in the cities will always be superficial. If the city 
is the nerve of the body, the countryside is the flesh and 
blood of it. No flesh and blood to nourish it, the nerve 
will be feeble. Seeing the desert-like and poverty-stricken 
countryside we hope that more funds will be allocated, 
more men power recruited, so that a great project may be 
hoped to carry out.—By SopHiIa CHANG, in Church World 
Service Bulletin, December 30, 1946. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Chang served in China throughout the entire period of the 
war. They are now studying at Yale Divinity School. 


Notes of Interest 


The Third Annual Rural Life Conference was held at 
High Leigh, Hoddeson, Herts, England, January 7-10, 1947. 
The printed report will be available in due time. 


Dr. Leslie C. Templin, formerly missionary to India, has 
become Head of the Rural Life and the Rural Church De- 
partment of Scarritt College, Nashville, Tenn. Mr. Templin 
will also serve as Director of the Crossville Rural Center. 
In this way he builds upon the work of Miss Mabel Howell 
who has so effectively served as Educational Director. 


Dr. Arthur E. Morgan is proceeding to Finland in March 
for the purpose of studying the use of village crafts and 
industries as a means of self-help for displaced peoples. 


The Second Annual Ohio Rural Life Conference Will Be 
' Held in Columbus, March 17 and 18 at King Avenue Meth- 
odist Church. Murray Lincoln, of Columbus, Manager of 
the Ohio Farm Bureau, and an international farm leader, 
and Herman N. Morse, of New York City, administration 
' secretary of the Presbyterian Church, USA will be chief 
speakers and conference leaders. Sponsored by The Ohio 
Council of Churches, 63 South High St., Columbus 15, Ohio. 


Man Writes History in the Land. The dishonest real 
estate slicker may lie about the land, but land itself speaks 
the truth. It speaks only the true story of man’s steward- 
ship or his neglect. The history of each human generation 
is recorded in the land on which it lived. We can read it 
if we have eyes that see. There can be no enduring peace 
until there is established a right relationship between man 
and the land.—Dr. Wattrer C. LOWDERMILK (in an address 
before the Seminar for Agricultural Missionaries, February 
13, 1947). 

“To thoroughly Christianize all areas of our common life 
constitutes the new and challenging frontier of both Home 
and Foreign Missions.”—Dr.' RALPH E. DIFFENDORFER (in 
an address before the Home Missions Council of North 
America, January 7, 1947). 


From Camohmila, Mexico 


The same “emphasis” continues at Camohmila. That iso- 
lated area—where we are working in eleven villages be- 
yond the end of the road, is like 64% of the villages of 
Mexico, which have no roads, and it is also similar to a 
very large part of the countries of Central America and 
South America. We are endeavoring to make at the Center, 
as well as in the Extension Work in these villages, a 
demonstration of what could and should be done to help 
people to help themselves upward in a much wider area. 


Camohmila Center, as Mexico, is central to the Western 
Hemisphere and it may be interesting to some that as large 
a number as some two hundred students who have already 
come to study with us have come from the United States 
and Canada, and the Islands of the West Indies. We wish 
to work steadily ahead, making the comprehensive pro- 
gram in these villages good enough so that this will be a 
worthy training place for students of the Western Hemi- 
sphere. 


We try as usual to work ourselves out of a job by train- 
ing local young men and women. Everyone knows that this 
is difficult, but we have some splendid colleagues. 


Ribbons and Cup. The Government of Morelos invited 


us to join the State’s exhibit at the National Exhibition in 


Mexico City. In and around the neat little Morelos building 
we showed a large variety of articles from our compre-. 
hensive programme. We received some ribbons, and Mo- 
relos State won the large cup for best exhibit of Mexican 
States. 


Pure Wool Rebozos for Women are a new invention of 
our Hand-Weaving Department. It was customary for men 
to wear, if they could afford them, wool sarapes which pro- 
tected from rain and cold. But women had nothing but 
cotton rebozos. Woolen ones are creating quite a sensation. 


The Hand-Weaving Department has already put on the 
market blankets, sarapes (Gabanes), rebozos made of wool, | 
and, in pleasing designs, curtains, napkins, table mats and | 
runners, rag rugs, and cloth for charro pants of cotton. 


Disking in Place of Plowing. We have around our Cen- 
ter several convincing experiments with different crops, 
which tend to back up those who argue that the plow is 
too much used, and an enemy of mankind. Where weeds 
were disked into the surface at the end of the rains and 
various kinds of seeds sown, the growing plants are now 
green. Adjoining strips are already looking bone dry.—D. 
SPENCER HATCH. 


Pastors Serve China’s Farmers 2h 

The Hinghwa Conference covers a farming area. There’ 
are no large cities in it. Everyone has his feet planted om 
the soil. Even the load bearers, the chair coolies, the car-_ 
penters, and the masons are merely supplementing the 
income from their fields by these trades. When the time - 
comes to plant or to harvest they drop their tools and are 
off to the fields. Farming is basic. 


The one who becomes a preacher to these “farmers 0% | 
forty centuries” needs to prepare himself for rural work. . 
We now have six young men who, preparatory to entering ° 
our Fukien Area Theological College, are taking all or @. 
part of their senior high school work in the Foochow Unior | 
High School where they learn to use their hands in making ; 
gardens, cultivating orchards, feeding pigs, ducks and_ 
chickens. This will help them to understand the farmer tec ) 
whom they will minister. Perhaps when trouble comes} 
they may be able to give helpful advice. They may be able : 
to have a demonstration in the parsonage garden that will | 
speak louder than words to farmers who follow their eyes. . 
In these ways they will gain an entrance into the hearts} 
and lives of the country people and get a hearing for their ' 


' message in the very same way that such an opportunity is | 


gained by the wérk of the teacher or the physician. Some : 
of these boys will keep on with their studies in the: 
Theological College until they have completed both col-. 
lege and theological courses.—By Wrnrrep B. Coxe, Sienyu, 
Fukien, China. In Bulletin of Board of Missions and Church | 
Extension of the Methodist Church. 


Training Courses for Rural Missionaries 

The Seventeenth Annual Short Course for Missionaries ; 
was held at Cornell University from January 6 through | 
January 30, 1947. Twenty missionaries were enrolled, rep-- 
resenting China, South America, Korea, Burma, India, , 
Malaya and Africa. Those present had spent an average of ' 
18 years in mission service. With such a background of! 
experience class discussions were carried forward at a 
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The Christian Rural Fellowship 
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“To promote Christian ideals for agriculture and rural life; to interpret the spiritual and religious values which 
inhere in the processes of agriculture and the relationships of rural life; to magnify and dignify the rural church; to 
provide a means of fellowship and cooperation among rural agencies: Toward a Christian Rural Gaieuen 


MEMBERSHIPS 


Subscribing $1.00; Contributing $5.00 
Sustaining $10. 00; Patron $25.00 


A Voluntary Membership Organization 


Cuirrorp L. SAMUELSON, Chairman 
Mrs. Otis Moore, Vice-Chairman 
JoHN H. REIsner, Secretary and Treasurer 
Ira W. Moomaw, Assoc. Sec’y. and Asst. Treas. 


STATE BRANCHES OF THE CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 


ILLINOIS CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 
President; Rev. Harry Bicksler, 903 Taylor Street, Charleston, III. 
i Secretary: Rev. Cedric M. Powell, Port Byron, Illinois 
Iowa CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 


Chairman: Hon. J. re Wallace, Des Moines, Iowa 

Secretary: Prof. W. H. Stacy, Iowa State College, Ames, Iowa 

Program Director: Rey. Calvin Schnucker, University of Du- 
buque, Dubuque, Iowa 


NEw HAMPSHIRE CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 


Chairman: Rev. Walter Brockway, R.F.D. 1, eae N. H. 
Secretary: Rev. Herbert Cooper, Chesterfield, N. 


NEw YorK CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 


President: Rev. Philip N. Pitcher, Springville, Pa. 
ate eee Rev. Ralph L. Williamson, Barnes Hall, Ttteled! New 
or. 


OHIO CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 
President: Rev. William Stauffer, Sugarcreek, Ohio 
Secretary: 


PENNSYLVANIA CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 


President: Rev. John Baxter Howes, Town Hill, Pa. 
Secretary: Rev. Theodore C. Scheifele, Hartleton, Pa. 


AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS 


CONGREGATIONAL-CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 
President: Rev. Robert I. Howland, Franklin, New York 
Secretary: Mrs. Paul Wible, R.D., Sullivan, Indiana \ 

DiscipLes RuRAL FELLOWSHIP 
President: Rev. E. D. Hamner, Livingston, Tenn. 
Secretary: Rev. George H. Wilson, Keithsburg, Ill. 

FRIENDS OF THE SOIL 
Chairman: Rev. Eugene Smathers, Big Lick, Tenn. 
Secretary: Rev. Francis A. Drake, Pinehurst, N. C. 

GEORGIA COUNCIL OF TOWN AND COUNTRY PASTORS 
Secretary: Rev. V. A. Edwards, Fort Valley, Georgia 


JOHN FREDERIC OBERLIN FELLOWSHIP 


President: Rev. Walter Brockway, R.F.D. i, Auburn, N. H. 
Secretary: Mrs. Helen Yeagle, Londonderry, N. H. 


Dr. John R. Mott Honored 

Dr. John R. Mott, world Christian leader and for sixteen 
years Chairman of Agricultural Missions, Inc., was honored 
recently at a luncheon in recognition of his being chosen 
as co-recipient of the Nobel Peace prize. The luncheon held 
December 4, 1946 was attended by members of the Board 
of Directors of Agricultural Missions, Inc., and other friends. 
‘Honorable Ralph W. Gwinn, host for the luncheon spoke 
with conviction concerning the early days when the Lay- 
man’s Missionary Movement was founded. With earnestness 
he spoke of the need for preserving the spiritual qualities 
of life and the place of prayer in personal, national, and 
international affairs. He saw in the Christian approach to 
free enterprise and to our rural problems the most hopeful 
answer we have for providing political, social and economic 
stability. He hoped that through Dr. Mott’s life and teach- 
ings all of us may have a renewed Christian concept and 
a sense of urgency in our common task. He wished Dr. 
Mott many more years of useful service for carrying for- 
ward the Christian message. 


» METHODIST RURAL FELLOWSHIP 


President: Rev. Ray F. Magnuson, Waverly, Nebraska 
Treasurer: Rev. Ralph K. Kofoed, Sandwich, IIl. 
Membership Secretary: Rev. Russell V. Carr, Hutchinson, Minn. 
MISSISSIPPI COUNCIL OF TOWN AND COUNTRY PASTORS _ 
Secretary: Rev. W. K. Fox, Edwards, Miss. 
PRESBYTERIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 
President: Rev. Harry E. Bicksler, Charleston, III. 
Secretary: Rev. Louis V. Barber, Potts Grove, Pa. 
RURAL WORKERS FELLOWSHIP OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 


President: Rev. W. Francis Allison, Belvidere, N. J. 
Secretary: Rev. Ralph J. Kendall, Box 86, Eutaw, Ala. 


SEVENTH Day Baptist CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 


Chairman: Rev. Marion C. Van Horn, Lost Creek, West Virginia 
Secretary: Mr. Roswell P. Seager, Salem, West Virginia 


SouTH CAROLINA COUNCIL OF TOWN AND COUNTRY PASTORS 


Secretary: Rev. J. S. Thomas, State A. & M. College, Orangeburg, 
South Carolina 


Dr. Mott then recalled his long experience with world’ 
Christian movements. Referring to Agricultural Missions, 
Inc., he observed that no other organization with which he 
has been associated has accomplished so much with such 
limited resources. He mentioned also the Christian Rural 
Fellowship Bulletins and “their highly multiplying influ- 
ence for giving a sense of destiny and Christian direction 
to the Rural Life movement around the world.” The solu- 
tion of the problem of great areas of mankind inhabiting 
densely populated sections constitute one of the most urgent 
tasks of our generation, according to Dr. Mott. 


Town and Country Church Grows 

The official publication of the Committee on Town and 
Country, Town and Country Church which has been pub- 
lished for three years as an eight-page publication has been 
increased to sixteen pages. Dr. Benson Y. Landis, its editor, 
is anxious for it to serve rural people of all denominations. 
The subscription price is $1.00 per year. Send your $1.00 to 
Dr. Benson Y. Landis, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10. 


Dr. Thomas Jesse Jones 


Dr. Thomas Jesse Jones, long a friend of rural people and 
member of the Board of Directors of Agricultural Missions, 
Inc., has recently retired as Director of the Phelps-Stokes 
Fund, after 30 years of service to education and race rela- 
tions in the United States and Africa. 

To those of us who know Dr. Jones, this does not mean 
retirement but rather a lessening of one responsibility to as- 
sume others of equal importance. In the expanding tasks of 
Agricultural Missions, Inc., the counsel of Dr. Jones will 
be increasingly needed. He is succeeded in the Director- 
ship of the Phelps-Stokes Fund by Dr. Channing H. Tobias, 
a distinguished colored educationist, who has long been 
a trustee of the Fund and has recently served as Senior 
Secretary for Race Relations of the International Y.M.C.A. 


Christian Rural Fellowship Formed in India 
According to word received from Mr. John H. Reisner 
a Christian Rural Fellowship is being formed in India. Dr. 
Arthur Mosher is the secretary and headquarters will be 

at Allahabad Agricultural Institute, Allahabad, India. 


Important Books 


SONG OF EARTH, by Fred D. Wentzel—The Christian 
Education Press, Philadelphia, Pa.—a110 pages—price 
$2.00. 


Cooperation in Jamaica 


“Our latest addition is an infant milk route—operated on i 
the Rochdale principles of cooperation. It is the outgrowth 
of our Cooperative Study Club and Cooperative Buying 
Club, here where we live in the hills. One of our churches 
in Kingston (15 miles away) has a thriving Buying Club. 
So now what we plan is to link our selling with their 
buying. Next to the preaching of the gospel—in fact as an 
integral part of the gospel—we believe that cooperation is 
the only answer to the economic poverty of this otherwise 
lovely island. Our little part is small, but it is proving itself, 


and will be copied by others, even as some are already | 


showing us the way. People who work together in material 
things will learn early to cooperate in spiritual things.”— 
ARCHIE ALLAN, Jamaica, B.W.I. 


Unite for Rural Improvement in Nigeria 
Our latest development is the establishment of a large 
Rural Training and Demonstration Centre which will be a 
cooperative effort between the Church of Scotland, the 


British Methodist and the Church Missionary Society Mis- 


sions working in Southeastern Nigeria. Our aim is to so 


present the Gospel that the “fullness” of life, which our 
Lord promised, is made available to those among whom 


we work. 


A great need at the present time is for recruits, trained © 
in agriculture, for our rapidly expanding work. We shali 
be pleased to hear from young men, or women, with the- 
required training willing to engage in this rural develop- — 


To a world blinded by greed and shallow secularism this 
book speaks the stabilizing language of springtime and 
autumn, the honor of sweat and toil, “brave green blades 


of wheat,” the song of birds and the bounty of the Creator 
who has made all. 

“When evening comes and feeding is done and a warm 
light shines out through the kitchen window, the spirit of 
revelry gives way to overflowing gratitude. This is home 
indeed. This star on the horizon, this gathering night, this 
friendly, fruitful path. ...” There are 72 full-page pictures 
on art paper with appropriate prayers, poems and comments 
to direct our thoughts. One wishes that this book might be 
placed in every home. We have waited long for it. In a sense 
Song of Earth is not a book but a revelation of God in a 
series of scenes from nature and daily life. You will turn 
the pages reverently because each one speaks of beauty, 
security and the dignity of commonplace things. Song of 
Earth is not a picture book to leaf through. Each scene, 
whether of seed time or harvest, or of home fireside has 
a forceful message for all. This is clearly the finest selec- 
tion of exquisitely printed photographs of rural life which 
this reviewer has yet seen. May be ordered from the pub- 
lisher.—I. W. Moomaw. 


A FOOD PLAN FOR INDIA—with a foreword by Pro- 
fessor A. V. Hill, O.B.E., F.R.S., Secretary, Royal Society. 
Oxford University Press. 1945—pp. 62—paper. 


During these days when food is of such deep concern to 
many, this book should fill a deep need. It represents the 
combined efforts of men who know India and her economic 
problems. For the benefit of busy people, a careful summary 
precedes the manuscript. Chapters include: “Improvement 
in the Production of Food Grains,” “Distribution” and “The 
Plan of Operation.” For those who wish to come to grips 
with the real problems confronting India, this book has a 
vital message. 


ment program being carried on by the church. Our growing ~ 


agricultural work was given added recognition by the 


Annual Conference this year when it was organized into 
the Diocesan Department of Rural Activities. Our present 
staff is: 


Rev. Kenneth H. Prior, B.S.A.—Secretary 
Mrs. Pearl L. Prior, R.N. 

Mr. Lloyd C. Hooper, B.S.A.—Supervisor 
Mrs. Frances Hooper 

Mr. John Flatt, B.Sc.—new appointee 

Mrs. Hazel Flatt—new appointee 


Up to the present our efforts have been along the fol- 


lowing lines— 


1. Instruction in elementary agriculture and rural science 
to all teachers and catechists. 

2. Rural science education in elementary schools. A num- 

ber of teachers have been sent for a special 9 months 

course in rural science and we now have over 60 schools 

following the rural science curriculum and operating 

Government-approved school farms. We maintain the 

supervision of all this work in our own schools. 

The distribution of improved fowls and rabbits. 

The distribution of trees, shrubs, plants and seeds. 

The supervision of a number of demonstration palm 

plots near churches and schools. 

6. The production of simple agricultural pamphlets. 

7. Agricultural propaganda in churches, schools and other 
institutions. 

8. The improvement and beautification of church and 
school compounds. 


CUS 


—KENNETH PRIOR 


. Training Courses for Rural Missionaries 
‘ (Continued from Page 4) 
high level. Those registered for the course were: Rev. End 
Mrs. J. W. Nave, Mrs. Grace B. Soung-Hwang, Rev. and 
Mrs. Burr Baughman, Miss Cammie Gray, Rev. George E. 
ines, Miss Seater-Margaret Drever, Miss Mary I. Lough- 
lin, Miss Marion Williamson, Miss Naomi Knapp, Miss Mary 
Bonar, Miss Ruth Broekema, Mrs. Carl R. Dille, Miss Ruth 
‘Nickol, Miss Florence Rowland, Dr. and Mrs. Edward -M. 
‘Clark, Miss Goldie Swartz, and Mr. William B. Lyon. 
Our special thanks are due the professors of Cornell and 
fothers in the community who rendered second-mile service 
‘in making the course worth while. Several professors have 
‘taught in this course for seventeen consecutive years. Dr. 
‘Howard Tyler is the Cornell director, and adviser to those 
who attend. 

The following message of appreciation was recorded by 
the missionaries on the closing day: “Because of this course 
we know that we are better equipped to serve Christ in our 
rrespective fields of service—may your endeavors continue 


q 


‘to make it possible for others to render greater work for 
)the Kingdom of God.” 


Rural Life Program Objectives and Plans 
Upper Mississippi Conference 
1946-1947 
To acquaint pastors and laymen of the Upper Mississippi 
‘Conference with prevailing and future economic and social 
'problems, and to provide a medium through which they 
ymay give active support in effecting probable solutions, we 
/recommend the following detail objectives, the following 
program objectives, and the following program plans. 


DETAILED OBJECTIVES 

. That each district-of the Upper Mississippi Conference 
and each local church organize a Town and Country Life 
Committee. 

. That each district Town and Country Life Committee 
sponsor the following contests: ApuLTs—Better Rural 
Living Competition. Juniors—4-H Club Leadership and 
Scout activities. 

. That the Upper Mississippi Conference Town and Coun- 
try Life Commission provide awards for district win- 
ners in both divisions, and that the awards be presented 

at the Annual Conference. 

| 4. That Leader Training courses be conducted on district 

. and sub-district levels at pastors’ conferences or coun- 

cils, youth and adult meetings. 

_5. That a conference delegation be sent to the National 

Methodist Rural Life Conference, July 29-31, Lincoln, 

Nebraska. 


Be ccin receiving and studying current mural life material 
i and literature. 

| 2. Town and Country Life committees seek assistance from 
F local governmental and social agencies at planning and 
training meetings. 

3. Seek cooperation from leaders of governmental and 
social agencies in district and sub-district planning and 
training meetings. 
| 4, Visit outstanding agricultural demonstrations and meet- 
ing in community, county and state. 


5. Lay a firmer foundation for a greater desire and am- 


bition for basic education by adding to the training 
period of children through community kindergartens. 
6. Cooperate with school and Jeanes teacher programs. 


Improving Health Among Rural People 
1. Seek the cooperation of County Health Unit and Pro- 
gram. 
2. Sponsor community clean-up. week, home, church, 
school beautification projects. 
Participate in National Negro Health Programs. 
Study the needs for hospital, medical and dental care. 
Control and protection from mosquitoes and flies. 
Seek governmental recommendation in planning and 
arranging farm and home buildings. 
7. Encourage the installation of conveniences and devices 
to relieve drudgery of rural life chores. 
8. Promote school lunch programs. 
—C. G. Ranptez, Agricultural Missionary. 


SES ete 


Rural Life Conference Formed in England 
The growing interest in rural improvement through the 
Church and other Christian auspices in England is most 
encouraging. The constructive and permanent nature of 
this movement is evidenced by the following announce- 
ment and the names of those who are supporting it. 


RuRAL LIFE CONFERENCE 


“Convinced of the exceptional opportunity afforded by 
such assemblies as this for the interchange of experience 
and for promoting the welfare of country communities in 
all parts of the world, the Conference desires the formation 
of a continuation committee and the appointment of a 
secretary to undertake the duties of secretary to the Con- 
ference. > aa 

“To this end it commends to the several organizations 
here represented the importance of giving active support 
to the maintenance of the Conference and the objects it 
has in view, which may be defined as follows: 

1. To convene similar Conferences at regular intervals. 

2. To further the closer association of the Christian Church 
and other voluntary organizations with governments in 
the service of country people. 

3. To provide for the exchange of information on the de- 
velopment of country life in Britain and overseas. 

4. To discover better facilities for the equipment of those 
whose work requires an understanding of rural life. 

5. To undertake the publication of periodical bulletins and, 
as opportunity allows, the production of other relevant 
literature. 

“To ensure continuous attention to these aims it proposes 
that the following members be asked to form an interim 
committee: ~* 

Mr. J. R. Anderson 

Mrs. Culwick 

Rev. Michael Davidson 

Miss Margaret Digby 

Dr. J. Z. Hodge Dr. Edwin Smith 

Rev. H. D. Hooper Mr. R. Weatherall 
Miss Margaret Wrong 


Mrs. G. Keable 
Miss Lewin 

Mr. Lillingston 
Dr. Margaret Read 


“All members of the Conference undertake to promote 
the objects in view by discussing them on their return 
with their colleagues and other interested individuals, and 


sending in to the Committee any information or sugges- 
tions.” 

We welcome this cooperation in the ever expanding task 
of rural reconstruction. 


Training Courses for Rural Missionaries 

In view of the urgency of rural reconstruction and long- 
term plans for famine prevention under Christian aus- 
pices, the following courses should be of special interest to 
many. Again and again we are reminded that trained lead- 
ership is the limiting factor to progress in rural areas: 

Special Course for Rural Missionary Workers, Scarritt 
College Rural Center, Crossville, Tennessee—March 24 to 
May 4, 1947. Travel Seminar May 1 to May 10, 1947. Spe- 
cialists in rural education, rural community development 
and agricultural improvement will be present to lead 
Seminars and group discussion. The Travel Seminar will 
take the students to visit significant laboratories of rural 
work in the South. Those wishing to register for this course 
should write at once to Miss Mabel Howell, Director, Scar- 
ritt College Rural Center, Crossville, Tennessee. 

Seminar on Home and Family Life Education, Merrill- 
Paimer School, Detroit, Michigan—March 31 to May 9. 
Special emphasis will be placed upon the Philosophy of 
Work with Children, Mental Hygiene, Personal and Family 
Counseling, Family Nutrition, Counseling as an Aid to 
Mental Hygiene and Parent Guidance. With the present 
emphasis upon Christian Home and Family Life in all 
mission areas this course is filling a deep need. Those in- 
tending to register for this course should write at once to 
I. W. Moomaw, Rural Missions Cooperating Committee, 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 

One Year Course for Agricultural Missionaries, Cornell 
University, Ithaca, New York—1947-48. Through the co- 
operation of the faculty of Cornell University we are able 
to offer agricultural missionaries a full year of training 
specially planned to meet their particular needs. Dr. How- 
ard Tyler of Cornell University serves as Special Adviser 
to missionaries in determining courses of study which will 
be most helpful to them. The number who can be admitted 
is limited and all interested should write at once to I. W. 
Moomaw, Rural Missions Cooperating Committee, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


| Our Publications 

THE CHRISTIAN MISSION AMONG RURAL PEOPLE. 
This book represents the combined efforts of a committee 
of skilled rural missionaries and churchmen. It has been 
called “the clearest and most useful statement yet written” 
in regard to our common task. Clothbound, price $1.50. 

BOOK OF WORSHIP FOR VILLAGE CHURCHES, by 
Edward K. Ziegler. This book has been widely used both 
at home and abroad. It has been translated into five differ- 
ent vernaculars in India and all or part of the book has 
been translated into Chinese, Japanese, Spanish and sev- 
eral African languages. Art paper binding, 120 pages, 
price $.35. 

RURAL PEOPLE AT WORSHIP, by Edward Krusen 
Ziegler. This book, written primarily for village churches 
in India, has become a useful handbook for many rural 
workers around the world. Chapters include Planting Fes- 
tivals, Model Harvest Festival Service, Rural Life Dedica- 
tion Service and Hymns of the Rural Church. Well printed 
on good paper, price $.35. 


SOURCE BOOK ON HOME AND FAMILY LIFE, by Dr 
Irma Highbaugh. The increasing emphasis upon Home and. 
Family Life education makes this book a most valuable } 
contribution to our thinking in this field. Dr. Highbaugh h i 
brought together not only a vast amount of her own infor 
mation and experience, but she presents here the very 
best thinking of other reliable authors in this field. This 
book now on the press, will be ready for distribution soon, 
$1.50. E 

Order the above books from Mavouttiean Missions) Ine, a 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


THE FAMILY AND ITS CHRISTIAN ee | | 
This is Study 4 in the series on The World Mission of | 
Christianity. Prepared by a committee of five working | 
under the direction of the Foreign Missions Conference of | 
North America. This book provides a rich source of in- 
formation for understanding the deeper currents of Chris- | 
tian family life both at home and abroad. Chapters include: 
Family Relationships, Personality, and The Christian Ful- 
filment. The appendix includes sections on the Christian 
Home Movements in India, China and Japan. 178 pages, | 
well printed, with art paper binding, price $.60. Order this - 
book from the Foreign Missions Conference of North Amer- | 
ica, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. a 


THE HOLY EARTH, by Liberty Hyde Bailey. The en= 
thusiastic manner in which this book has been received is 
a testimony to its helpfulness. Many pastors are ordering 
it for distribution among their members. Well printed on — 
clear paper, single copies $.25; quantities of 10 or more i 
$.20 each. j 


STUDY GUIDE FOR USE OF GROUPS STUDYING 
THE HOLY EARTH. Prepared by Eugene Smathers, as- 
sisted by Russell Hoy, Carl R. Hutchinson and W. H. Stacey. 
This 16-page outline has been of great help so far. Im-— 
portant features are: suitable prayers for each of the 7 
discussion units, and suggestions for worship. These are 
followed by pointed questions for discussion. Price $.05 each. 


THE STORY OF JOHN FREDERIC OBERLIN, by Beard. . 
This classic biography of one of our greatest rural church-— 
men is published as a reprint with the kind permission of 
the Pilgrim Press. The book gives a clear picture of a man 
of whom President Wilkens of Oberlin has written: “It 
is a very broad conception of religion that finds room for 
all the work he did in such varied fields as education, hous- 
ing, health, the improvement of agriculture and the re- 
placement of general indebtedness by general solvency.” 

Order the above books from Christian Rural Fellowship, 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


Cooperation 


Time and oft again it has been proven that any dole 
however it may be handed out only reduces the people to 
greater helplessness and dependence. There is in every man 
the power and ability to change all things about him if 
he will but reach out and join his fellows in constructive 
action. The only hope of true economic democracy, a con- 
dition where every person willing to help himself, will get 
the opportunity of doing so, and finding that by his efforts 
combined with those of others he certainly will make a 
livelihood—I say the only hope of true economic democracy 
lies in Cooperation.—L. H. DENTON in pea Reporter, 
September, 1946. 


